
Child Nutrition Reauthorization Briefing 
USDA Commodities in the School Lunch Program 

September 9, 2009 at 10:00 am 
328A Russell Senate Office Building 

 
• Hear from experts about the United States Department of 

Agriculture’s (USDA) commodity program and its effect on the 
National School Lunch Program, including: 

 
o The role of commodities in school lunches; and 

 
o The nutritional quality of commodities.  

 
• Taste examples of school commodities! 
 

 
 

Sponsored by Senators Lincoln and Lugar in cooperation with the National 
Alliance for Nutrition and Activity (NANA), a coalition of over 300 national, 

state and local organizations across the U.S. 
 

Speakers: 

 
Cathie McCullough, Director of the Food Distribution Division 

United States Department of Agriculture 
 

Melanie Konarik, Director of Child Nutrition 
Spring Independent School District, Texas 

 
Kenneth Hecht, Executive Director 

California Food Policy Advocates 
 

Richard Merrill, Director of Research and Development 
Leprino Foods Company 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

For more information, please contact Alex Lewin 
at 202.777.8351 or alewin@cspinet.org. 



Child Nutrition Reauthorization Briefing 
USDA Commodities in the School Lunch Program 

September 9, 2009 at 2 pm 
2257 Rayburn House Office Building 

 
• Hear from experts about the United States Department of 

Agriculture’s (USDA) commodity program and its effect on the 
National School Lunch Program, including: 

 
o The role of commodities in school lunches; and 

 
o The nutritional quality of commodities.  

 
• Taste examples of school commodities! 
 

 
 

Sponsored the National Alliance for Nutrition and Activity (NANA), a 
coalition of over 300 national, state and local organizations across the U.S. 

 

Speakers: 

 
Cathie McCullough, Director of the Food Distribution Division 

United States Department of Agriculture 
 

Melanie Konarik, Director of Child Nutrition 
Spring Independent School District, Texas 

 
Kenneth Hecht, Executive Director 

California Food Policy Advocates 
 

Richard Merrill, Director of Research and Development 
Leprino Foods Company 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

For more information, please contact Alex Lewin 
at 202.777.8351 or alewin@cspinet.org. 
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